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Ak, i [ 2 0k O LA TR B B b A R R IR SRR S 2016) FR R, X — L
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(3t 2 25 E bR (AR AR T NS GDP A AL 58 ==l o SRS = 7=l
dit) o A, FoRERE W E RN, B, A0 [ E RN, e, RmBEYLIRZZI, F351, bp
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AT BRI . DO 2 BE B 25 6 3 0 A S I L R AR T T2 26 15 1L B 25 4 1L
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WIS R (D) 88. 16 41.53 26.29 275. 88 208

WLk A (D) 53. 00 23.07 14. 81 154. 07 208

WYL ESFRS () 32.53 14. 82 10.97 114. 02 208

WS8R (5T) 6. 69 4.38 0.00 30. 50 208

WIS () 21.27 11. 84 5. 44 83.57 208

W BE B9 (OT) 8694. 87 2427.21 4586. 57 17 889. 22 208

WHMEREZE & 2 (oT) 2636. 77 911. 81 1192. 86 6113. 61 208

WM B2 25 (oT) 972. 61 353. 49 383.49 1873.15 208

RHMEREST RS 2 (T)  2423.99 658. 39 1045. 64 5073. 46 208

B RS FH (O0) 192. 07 107. 15 0. 00 537.18 208

WIEBE AL EH (OT) 285. 80 88. 34 141. 67 668.79 208

2N 933 434.15 945 507. 64 47 697 4909 504 208

HBEA R 53336.00 35 796. 64 8757 223 952 208

iz 5 0.41 0.09 0.13 0.74 208

fEBE 24 5 T 0.30 0. 06 0.17 0. 46 208

S L 0.33 0. 06 0.21 0. 49 208

WA B (T-58) 40 819.84 48 054.15 0. 00 252 455.55 208

TERER T H(N) 1881. 02 1734. 31 432 11 576 208

S IROIEL(5K) 1439. 27 878. 60 435 4686 208

HELh R (E) 1916. 66 2422. 68 139 17 071 208

L INEIGPN 72.30 33.02 5.91 186. 90 208
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AT (5E) 4584. 86 2303. 80 2253.93 16 847. 40 208
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S IBCA REN . 25(2) 81 Panel A S55R R IRIIN TS 25 i 3% LR35 1 W, 700
AFERZ RS, 40 Panel B Jr7 , P44 70 5 B 24 73 JF S0 (084 1142 24 i o LA 35
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W] T B2 3 IFCEALAL 1T 12 B HASH (2 1 2 FHACR AN B35

x2 WHANEREHSFRENILHEANZI
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The Effects of the Zero-Markup Drug Policy on Medical Costs and Quality of Care

He Qinghong; Zhao Shaoyang; Liu Guoen

Abstract: Based on the annual statistical data from medical and health institutions from between 2014
and 2018, and hospital discharge data from 2015 to 2018 in Sichuan Province, this paper examines the im-
pact of the zero-markup drug policy (ZMDP) on medical costs and quality of care in urban public hospitals
at both the medical institution and patient level, adopting the difference-in-differences model and event
study. The results of the study show that the total outpatient cost per visit and the total inpatient cost per
admission decreased slightly in the short term after the ZMDP, with imperceptible changes in the long term,
and that the cost structure of hospitals has altered. Outpatient and inpatient drug costs have dropped signifi-
cantly and non-drug costs, such as nursing care and treatment have increased considerably, but the actual
medical burden on patients has not been substantially reduced. Strategic changes in the structure of drugs
are observed The readmission rate of patients with coronary heart disease and hypertension decreases signifi-
cantly, while the in-hospital mortality rate remains unchanged. However, the readmission rate and in-hos-
pital mortality rate of hospitalised patients with other diseases have not undergone substantial changes. The
findings of this paper suggest that the dampening effect on the excessive growth of medical costs solely and
exclusively through the ZMDP is limited.

Key words: urban public hospitals, zero-markup drug policy (ZMDP), medical costs, quality
of care
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